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Randa Bishlawi To: Anita Boseman/R5/USEPA/US@EPA, Debtgie
06/06/2002 03:46 Regel/R5/USEPA/US@EPA

PM cc: :
Subject: Gary Development Landfill

FYI, I'm hoping to get Reg. Arkell to assist in investigation of PRPs.
----- Forwarded by Randa Bishlawi/R5/USEPA/US on 06/06/02 03:46 PM -----

Randa Bishlawi To: Reginald Arkell/R5/USEPA/US@EPA
' Subject: Gary Development Landfill

Attached is the memo | just put into signoff from Bert to you. | have reserved 1310 for our
meeting at 2:30 on Mon. June 10. Hope that works for you.

R
reginaldarkell2.rgst.



CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION C-14]
ATTORNEY WORKPRODUCT/FOIA EXEMPT '

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Request for Civil Investigative Assistance Concerning Matters Related to the:
Gary Development Company Landfill Site, Gary, Indiana;
CERCLA Removal Action

FROM: Bertram C. Frey
Deputy Regional Counsel

TO: Reginald Arkell
Office of Criminal Enforcement, Forensics and Training

By this memorandum, the United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 (U.S. EPA
or the Agency) requests civil investigative assistance from the Office of Criminal Enforcement,
Forensics and Training (OCEFT) concerning matters related to the above-referenced
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) site,
known as the Gary Development Company Landfill Site (the Site), which is the current location
of a U.S. EPA fund-lead removal action.

The removal action consists of removing a number of deteriorating drums at the Site that are
thought to have been illegally dumped at the abandoned landfill by trespassers. In carrying out
this removal action, U.S. EPA became aware that there are significant environmental problems at
the Site related to the landfill that could be addressed by potentially responsible parties (PRPs).
U.S. EPA is currently determining the extent of additional removal and/or remedial activities that
are needed at the Site.

The Site was operated from 1974-1986 as a landfill for both municipal and hazardous wastes.
The Site 1s located on the Grand Calumet River. Although the landfill did not have a RCRA
permit or interim status, the Indiana Department of Environment (IDEM) estimates the landfill
accepted over 190,000 cubic yards of hazardous waste from a large number of generators. The
company that operated the landfill, Gary Development Company, Inc., dissolved in 1998 and
abandoned the landfill without completing proper closure. The landfill cap is eroding and



landfill runoff is reported to be entering the Grand Calumet River. The Grand Calumet River
flows into Lake Michigan. IDEM has stated that the Site poses a potentially severe
.contamrnation risk to the Grand Calumet River. U.S. EPA estimated the cost of landfill closure
as $12 million. The extent of the environmental problems at the Site and the cost of cleanup are
unknown at this time.

Rock Road Construction Company owned the Site from 1968-1981. Gary Development
Company, Inc. owned the landfill site commencing in 1981. Gary Development Company, Inc.
was a fully owned subsidiary of Rock Road Construction Company. Rock Road Construction
Company quit claimed the property to Gary Development Company in 1981. A Mr. William
Nanini owned all the stock of Rock Road Construction Company at one time. Mr. Nanini is 90
years old. We believe we have located Mr. Nanini in Tucson, Arizona. Mr. Lawrence Hagen
was president of Gary Development Company, Inc. during the years of operation of the landfill.
We have been unable to locate Mr. Hagen.

U.S. EPA would like OCEFT’s assistance in collecting information regarding possible PRPs for
the Site, including but not limited to, Rock Road Construction Company and Gary Development
Company as well as the generator and transporter PRPs. Most importantly, the Agency would
like to preserve information regarding the ownership and operation of the Site and disposal of
hazardous ‘suibstances at the Site. Specifically, U.S. EPA requires the articles of incorporation
for both the owner/operator companies, documents relating to changes in ownership of these
companies, and documents related to dissolution. There is no current Dun and Bradstreet
information regarding these companies but it appears from other sources that both are dissolved.
In addition, U.S. EPA requests that OCEFT interview Mr. Nanini and Mr. Hagen, if they can be
located, and possibly other officers and employees of these companies and generator PRPs
regarding the disposal of hazardous substances at the Site. U.S. EPA also requests that OCEFT
collect information regarding the financial status of Mr. Nanini and Mr. Hagen.

The Agency requests this investigation begin as soon as possible. If you should have any
questions concerning this request, please contact Ms. Randa Bishlawi, Associate Regional
Counsel, at (312) 886-0510.





